The Ecology Centre 

TRUE is currently fundraising for the Stave Hill 
Ecology Centre a building using a range of 
ecological techniques including straw bale 
construction. 

For those who want to take straw bale building 
and green building techniques a stage further 
there is an opportunity to become involved with 
this project and the possibility of paid work. 

Other projects planned in the future include a 
new ecology centre at the nearby Lavender 
Pond Nature park and a traditional oak timbered 
building planned for our nature park in Crystal 
Palace Dulwich Upper Wood. 



Ecology and Conservation 

TRUE is offering more specialised vocational 
training in Practical Environmental Skills at two 
sites in South London 

Woodland Management 

Dulwich upper Wood 
Including tree felling 

Wetland Management 

Lavender Pond 
Including pond construction, 


Practical Environmental Skills 

The PES course leads to a national recognised 
vocational qualification accredited by CENTRA 

We need a commitment of two days a week 
(usually Monday /Tuesdays or Wednesday 
/Thursdays) for six months to complete the 
qualification in Practical Environmental Skills. 

We will supply protective clothing and some help 
towards travel costs. The course is available to 
Every one. 

TRUE adheres to an equal opportunities policy 
an environmental policy and is an Investor in 
People. 


Trust for Urban Ecology 

Unit 13, Dock Managers Office 
Surrey Quays Road 
London SE16 2XU 
Phone 0171 237 9165 Fax 5070 
E-mail TRUE@btcv.org.uk 



• STRAW BALE BUILDING 

• ecology & conservation 

. WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 

. POND CONSTRUCTION 

• Wetland Management 


FREE TRAINING 
COURSES 


The Trust for Urban Ecology is running 
free training courses at the Trusts three 
award winning sites in South London 

Courses beginning in 

November ’99 
January 2000 
May 2000 

Commitment needed 2 day a week for six 
months 

Please call the Trust on 

0171 237 9165 




The Training Sites 

Lavender Pond Nature Park 

WETLAND MANAGEMENT 


A re-landscaped dockland timber pond this site has 
won many awards with its emphasis on education 
and access. Recommended status for people with 
disabilities in the Sensory Trusts Discovering Wildlife 
directory 



This course includes 
POND CONSTRUCTION 
NESTING RAFT CONSTRUCTION 
WEIRS, DAMS and SLUICES 


Dulwich Upper Wood 

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 


Stave Hill Ecological Park 
STRAW BALE BUILDING 


The course includes 

TREE FELLING 
TREE PLANTING 

Dulwich Upper Wood is the site of Victorian 
housing with surrounding ancient woodland the 
park has been developed to become one of 
London’s most important sites for woodland 
interpretation. 

The ancient woodland is home to a wide variety 
of wildlife including Woodpeckers, Treecreepers 
and Owls. Dulwich Upper Wood is particularly 
reknown for the large number of mushrooms 
and toadstools found here in autumn and spring 


This training course includes the self-build 
construction of a straw bale outhouse at Stave 
Hill Ecology Park. The building will include the 
construction of simple foundations, rubble walls, 
a timber frame, straw bale construction, lime 
render and a green roof. 




The straw bale building course will be taught as 
part of a Practical Environmental Skills (PES) 
Successful candidates will receive a PES 
qualification and a certificate from TRUE for 
green building construction. 

Stave Hill is a mosaic of wildflower habitats 
created on derelict land in London Docklands 
has become home to over 20 butterflies species 
and Britain’s first Urban Butterfly Sanctuary. 

The course includes 

FOOTPATH CONSTRUCTION 
POST and RAIL FENCING 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS 

1986 Promoting Nature in Cities and Towns :The 
most comprehensive guide to urban conservation and 
again a landmark of its time. 

1991 Liveable Cities: A national conference, a first 
of its type in Britain 

1993 International Symposium: A major conference 
bringing together practitioners from all around the 
world 

A range of publications from TRUE are available from 
BTCV Tools and Trading 01302 572 224 

ACCESS 

TRUE’s commitment to access for under 

represented groups can be demonstrated by reading 
the Sensory Trusts' directory 'Discovering Wildlife'. 
The directory lists nature parks around Britain with 
access for people with sensory and physical 
impairments. Within London there are only ten sites 
listed. All three of TRUE sites are included and one 
(Lavender Pond) has achieved the areas 

recommended status. With BTCV the Trust has held 
many workshops and conferences on access. A 
programme is in place to upgrade all TRUE sites 
through the construction of self build ecology centres. 




TRAINING 

In 1997 TRUE became an associated charity of 
BTCV and developed a training programme running 
accredited courses in Practical Environmental Skills 
and Environmental Management Skills. In addition 
TRUE courses aimed at professionals such as Park 
Rangers, Landscape Architects and Teachers. 

TRUE has a long history of working with the 
community through volunteers and government 
training schemes including the current Environmental 
Task Force and Millennium Volunteers. 

SCHOOLS 

The Trust has also become a leading consultant in 
environmental education offering help and advice to 
schools and community groups wishing to enhance 
the urban landscape and provide a resource for the 
national curriculum. Between 1977-1999 over fifty 
Community Parks and School Nature Areas have 
been created to become important educational and 
community resources winning awards for community 
involvement. 



Stave Hill Ecology Park 
Bacons College 
Timber Pond Road 
London SE16 IAS 

0207 237 9165 


HISTORY AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

TRUE has a long history of ground-breaking 
achievements in urban ecology and creative 
conservation including the creation and 
management of the following sites: 

1976 William Curtis Ecological Park 

Britain’s first urban ecological park a major 
landmark in urban conservation. Returned to the 
landowners in 1985, a temporary but highly 
successful exercise in the use of derelict land. 



1983 Dulwich Upper Wood 

Site of Victorian housing with surrounding 
ancient woodland. Now one of London’s most 
important sites for woodland interpretation. 


1982 Lavender Pond Nature Park 

A former derelict Dockland timber pond. The 
pond is a prime example of habitat creation and 
has won many awards with its emphasis on 
education and access. 



1986 Stave Hill Ecological Park 

A mosaic of wildflower habitats created on 
derelict land in London Docklands this site is 
home to over 20 butterflies species. The park 
has been designated as Britain’s first Urban 
Butterfly Sanctuary. 

1997 Bow Creek Ecological Park 

A highly innovative park both ecologically and 
educationally winning two major awards from 
BALI and The Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors. 


CREATIVE CONSERVATION 

Creative conservation is a relatively modern term for 
the use of an ecological approach to the creation of 
new landscapes. TRUE has extensive experience in 
habitat creation. In urban areas and on derelict land 
there is the scope to use innovative habitat creation 
techniques to establish imaginative and colourful 
landscapes. Artificial substrates including recycled 
products from industry can provide wonderful 
substrates for wildflowers. Wetlands created using a 
variety of materials and supplied by a variety of water 
sources including wastewater can quickly become 
important wildlife habitats. 


Habitat creation 

Woodlands • Wetlands • Grasslands 

Design Creation and management 

Nature parks • Community Gardens • School 
Grounds • Private Gardens • Permaculture plots 

Surveys 

Plants • Fungi • Birds • Butterflies and Moths 
Invertebrates. Water Quality 
Community Consultation 


ADVICE 

We can offer a range of services to public, private 
and voluntary organisations within the areas 
highlighted above. Services will normally be provided 
on contract basis although sponsorship arrangements 
will be considered and voluntary groups may receive 
a discount. All profits will be used to enable the Trust 
to carry out its charitable objectives. Rates for 
consultancy and contract are available on request. 



